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This Thursday we are off to Umawera to play sport.  Remember to send your child in something green.  Morning tea, 
a drink bottle, sunblock, a sun hat, togs and towel will be required.  Thank you to the following people for offering to 
take transport - Martha, Mr and Mrs Banks, Rebecca and Kepa, Aunty why, aunty Ange, Leaniva and Jamie.  WE ARE 
STILL SHORT OF TRANSPORT FOR 14 STUDENTS AND WOULD APPRECIATE  OFFERS TO ASSIST.  IF YOU ARE ABLE TO 
ASSIST THEN PLEASE SIGN THE FORM BELOW.  WE DO NOT WANT TO LEAVE ANY CHILDREN BEHIND. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I AM ABLE TO PROVIDE TRANSPORT TO UMAWERA ON THURSDAY 17TH AND HAVE ………………...NUMBER OF SEATS 
AVAILABLE. 
SIGNED  …………………………... 
 
FRIDAY 18th - Grandparents Day.  MORNING TEA 11AM followed by our swimming sports at 12.00pm.  Please bring 
along our grandparents and support this event.  It would be appreciated if each student could please bring a plate of 
food to share. 
 
REMINDER THAT WE WILL BE CLOSING THE SCHOOL AT 12.00PM NEXT FRIDAY TO ALLOW FAMILIES TO TRAVEL FOR 
THE EASTER BREAK.  SCHOOL WILL REOPEN ON WEDNESDAY 30TH MARCH.   
 
HEAD LICE(Kutus) 
If parents are concerned with head lice (kutus) in their childs hair, there are head lice combs and head lice 
application they can pick up from the school.  There is no cost  as they are sponsored by Kids Can.  Please let the 
school know. 
          

   Room     1  News          Week    7  

The children have been writing about dragons. 

 My  Dragon 

 My dragon’s name is Bubbles. She lives in a cave. She is kind. She eats meat 

and carrots. I like my dragon. 
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By Waiariki 

  

My dragon’s name is Ice. He lives in a cave. My dragon is friendly. He is skinny. 

He is little. He eats meat and tomatoes. I like my dragon.  

By Kymani 

  

My dragon’s name is Sophie. She is a little dragon. She lives in a cave. She eats 

lettuce. I love my dragon. 

By Hinerangi 

  

My dragon’s name is Fire. He lives in a cave. He is little. He eats meat and 

tomatoes. I love my dragon. 

By TeMeera 

  

My dragon’s name is Fireman. He lives in a little came. He is kind.  I like my 

dragon. 

By Phillip 

  

My dragon’s name is Iceman. He lives in a cave. He is a little dragon. He eats 

meat. I like my dragon. 

 By Cody 

  

My dragon is a fire dragon. She is beautiful little Collie. She eats meat and 

radishes.  I like my dragon. 

By Amiria 
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 This week we are starting our unit on food.  We will be investigating what a 

balanced diet is and investigating our eating habits. 

This week on the 17th of March is St. Patrick’s Day.    

   

  

St. Patrick’s Day is not just about leprechauns and beer, the real reason for St 

Patrick’s Day is centuries old and definitely worth remembering. Originally a 

religious holiday, March 17th was put aside in recognition of St. Patrick, the 

Patron Saint of Ireland, and the work he did in converting pagans to Christianity. 

Nowadays however, the national holiday is used to celebrate all things Irish, and 

people all over the world join in the fun. 

The Origins of St. Patrick’s Day 

St. Patrick was the second bishop of Ireland, and spent 30 years spreading the Christian message 

to the Irish people. He was a passionate priest, and was so successful at converting people to 

Christianity, that the Celtic Druids arrested him several times in an effort to stop his work. Each 

time he escaped, St. Patrick would go on to set up more schools, churches and monasteries, 

which would in turn make the Christian movement stronger in Ireland. 

Eventually St. Patrick retired, and died on 17 March 461AD. From then on Irish Catholics set aside 

the anniversary of his death as a religious holiday, and used it to commemorate his work. It soon 

became a Christian festival celebrated in the Catholic Church, the Church of Ireland, and various 

other denominations. 

How is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated? 

For centuries St. Patrick’s Day was only observed as a religious holiday, but in 1903 it was passed 

as a public holiday through the United Kingdom Parliament. However even though the day was 

made ‘public’, the date was still only observed for its religious reasons. It was not until the mid-

1990’s that the Irish Government began a campaign to use St. Patrick’s Day as a day to celebrate 

all things Irish, and the first St. Patrick’s Day festival was held on 17 March 1996. 

The festival was set up by the Irish Government with the aim of offering a national festival that 

ranked amongst the greatest celebrations in the world. They also wanted to use the festival as a 

way of projecting, internationally, an image of Ireland being a creative, professional and 

sophisticated country with wide appeal. Their campaign was successful, and now people of both 

Irish and non-Irish descent celebrate St. Patrick’s Day all over the world. 

St. Patrick’s Day parades are held in Canada, Great Britain, Germany, Russia, United States, and 

Auckland but while other countries may not have parades, they certainly celebrate the day.   
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 Catherine Bawden 

 ROOM 2 NEWS 

Here are some stories about the Rippa rugby in Kaikohe last week and other writing the 

children have been doing. 
  
Yesterday I went to Rippa with Aunty Rosalie. When I ran on to the field with Kani, Gibson, 

and Nevayah, we were playing against a year 3 and 4  Kawakawa team. After that we played a 

year 5and 6 team. 

DeShaye 

  
Yesterday I was playing Rippa Rugby with Perth, Nevayah, Charlamaine, Braidon, Payton, 

Moana, and Isabella. We were playing against Isabella’s old school. 

Samara 

  
I was playing Rippa rugby with my team. We played against Kawakawa we won the game. 

Charlamaine 

  
In the night I can hear noises. I can hear possums scratching on the roof. 

I can hear the branches coming off the tree. I can hear the wind blowing the trees. I can 

hear fireworks popping in the sky. I can hear the river going fast. 

Charlamaine 

  
When I lie in my bed I hear lots of different noises of the night… 

Dad snoring “Ooh, whoo! Ooh, whoo! 

Dogs barking Roof! Roof! 

Cats yowling and growling to each other. 

Cows mooing and pooing. 

My bed screeching, skreek, . 

My brothers crunching Weet- bix, crunch! 

And my heart lowly goes to sleep as my eyes shut. 

Kuini 
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TUSKA HANDOVER

   
   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

ROOM 3 

 

We are already halfway through the term with much having taken place. Last week Room 

3s Year 5s and 6s participated in Rippa Rugby all appeared to have had a great day. 

Thanks to Rebecca and Kepa for the time they have put into the team. This week Room 3 

is looking forward to their sports trip to Umawera School and on Friday to Swimming 

Sports and Grandparents day. 
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Our digital learning journey is progressing well. Most of the students have their 

Chromebooks, the only hiccup we have is there is a back order. Therefore, we have to wait 

until the end of the month before we received the last of them. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Aylah Williams for her hard work on getting the class blog up and 

running. Aylah has spent much of her free time learning about blogs and how to navigate 

them as an authorised contributor. Room 3s class blog can be accessed through this URL 

http://wsdonaldson.blogspot.co.nz/. We would also like to celebrate Maihi’s coming first in 

both Shot Putt and Discus in the Colgate Athletics Competition held in Whangarei over the 

weekend - Well done! 

 

Maihi competed in the Northland Athletics competition on Saturday.  He 

won the shot put with a throw of 9.43, he also won the discus with a 

throw of 24.18, 6 metres further than second place.  He is Northland 9yr 

old champion.  Well done Maihi 

 
Jenny Colebrook 
Principal 

http://wsdonaldson.blogspot.co.nz/

