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Wow what a busy and exciting week we have had. Our juniors had a wonderful time at the farm on Thursday and were 

given a lovely gift pack to take home.  Thank you to whanau for supporting our trip by providing transport.  Les, Aunty 

Beatrice, Kepa, Wallace, Lofa, Tahu, Clinton, Martha and Matt without your help this great learning experience would 

not have been possible.  You are appreciated. 

Thank you to Uncle Clinton for coming in on Friday to talk to our students about your chosen career pathway with 

working on a dairy farm.  It was great for our students to listen to what inspired Clinton towards this career and what his 

future goals are.  At Waima Kura our students continually set learning goals and it was great for them to identify that as 

adults we have goals as well!!  Thank you Clinton!!  

Next week we have Adelaide coming in on Tuesday to speak about being an Air Hostess.  Jody will be coming in on 

Thursday to not only speak about her experiences with being a front line St John Ambulance Officer, but also to take our 

classers for CPR.  Aunty Rebecca will be in on Friday to share her nursing career with us all.  How lucky are we to have 

so many skilled people in our community that are able to inspire our children.  Students are not only becoming aware of 

what it means to get a good education, but they are also learning to become good listeners and also learning to ask 

appropriate questions. 

 A huge thank you to Les King for making a carpentry table for our junior room.  Our students are very grateful and it will 

be put to good use once we acquire wood, nails and tools. A man of many talents!!  Thank you so much!! 

June 16th and 17th we have Life Ed coming in to take all of our students for health lessons.  Staff have used community 

consultation feed- back to assist with selecting topics for their classes.  Room 1 – Our bodies, Room 2 – Healthy food 

choices, Room 3 – Our changing bodies and personal hygiene.  The feed-back from this consultation will also be used 

when staff review our 3 year health plan during the next lot of holidays.  

Thank you to Kaylais for bringing along a pkt of Rice wafers last week to put on our lunch table for students to share.  A 

very kind thought. 

A reminder that year 5,6,7,8 students will be involved with Fire Brigade Cup Sports day in Kaikohe on 2nd July.  Please 

keep this day free so that you are able to go along and support your children. 

Mutukaroa is the name of our school and community learning partnership.  It is about working with parents and whanau 

to understand how your child is progressing in their learning over the first three years at school.  It is also about 

supporting parents to help their children in their learning at home. This term we have got off to a great start and I have 

met with 12 families, some of these families have met with me 2-3 times to reset learning goals as their children are 

progressing so quickly.  Thank you so much for your support!  It takes a community to grow a child.  It is very exciting to 

see such progress and Mrs Bawden feels extremely supported when what she is teaching in class is being reinforced at 

home.   Congratulations to the following students who received certificates in assembly on Friday for outstanding 

progress towards their numeracy and literacy goals.  Amiria, WiJay, Atarangi, Charlotte, Mane, Reily, and Katarina.  You 
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are shinning stars.  I will be retesting other students this week and have only 3 other families to meet with before the 

end of this term.     

It was such a pleasure to listen to our girl’s guitar group, strumming and singing during their lesson with Gary on Friday.  

I am very impressed with their progress.  Our group of boys are getting there!   

At the end of this term Gary will be testing some of our students for their next belt in Karate.  He has made special 

mention of the great focus and effort that  Aylah, Martha, Kerehi are putting in. 

Rui will be in to take a second dance class during the last week of this term and from here he will select a group to begin 

tuition next term.  His dance classes will take place each Wednesday 12.15-2.30pm and this group will put on a 

performance at the end of the term. 

Week  8  Room 1 News 

We had a fantastic visit to Mr. Dampney’s Dairy farm on Thursday. The 

children saw how cows were milked and saw calves fed with a cafeteria. This is 

all part of the study we have been doing in class.  

Thank you all the amazing parents who taxied the children to the farm and 

back. 

 

 

Thank you to Les and Poppet for the fantastic saw- bench that they 

made for Room1. Hopefully we can get some tools soon for the 

children to make things.  
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Catherine Bawden  

  Information on Wetlands by Room 3 
 

What is a wetland? A wetland is an area covered in water and it stays there either permanently or 

seasonally. The area is made by either rain, the mountain or from floods. The area has to be flat 

and wide for a wetland to form. 

 

Many pleasant creatures live in wetlands, like: fish, eels, insects, birds and frogs. Many people go 

to large wetlands to fish or catch eels. Did you know that early maori used to harvest fish,eels and 

birds from wetlands? It was not good because 3 bird species became extinct. 

 

Humans use wetlands in case of floods and for water to help grow food. Other humans don’t 

even notice them and build buildings, parks and car parks on them. 

 

I think that wetlands are wonderful and amazing. Did you know that wetlands are sometimes 

compared to the kidney because they purify water like the kidney purifies blood. Please help the 

wetlands. You can help by picking up litter and helping the environment. 

Ruby 

 

Did you know…that a wetland is an area that is aturated with water either permanently or 

seasonally? 

 

You can find a wetland anywhere around the country. The area has to be soaking with water, at 

least part of the year. 

 

Many animals live in wetlands, like ducks, eels, some native birds and even fish. There are lots of 

different kinds of animals that live in NZ wetlands only. 

 

Another fact is that there are only less than 10% of our wetlands left in New Zealand. Also, 

Europeans used the wetlands as a farming area. They would use new technology, like pumps, to 

drain out all of the water and make it a dry land to farm. 

 

I think we should look after our wetlands and save them, so the creatures that live in them remain 

safe. 

Hoki. 
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Wetlands are on and around damp spongy soils such as swamps, bogs and salt marshes, and 

where there is flat ground filled with water, surrounded by small hills or banks. This is also the home 

to  lot of wildlife. Water lillies, wading birds and eels. 

 

Over 90% of New Zealand’s wetlands have been destroyed because a lot of people have been 

draining water from wetlands to use them as farmlands. Instead of draining less wet wetlands they 

put their crops and cattle on them too. 

 

I think w should retain wetlands, as wetlands help control minor floods and we don’t want all tat 

wonderful wildlife to be homeless. 

 

FACT: did you know that wetlands act like a kidney because they purify the water? 

Martha 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Colebrook 
Principal 
 


