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Well only 7 more sleeps until our seniors head off to the snow.  Thank you to all those parents who have already paid their $200 

and bought along a packet of biscuits.  All bookings are now confirmed and I know that our students will have a wonderful time 

experiencing many opportunities that are not available to them in Waima.  Thank you to everyone who has supported this trip in so 

many different ways.  If any- one has any concerns or queries, then please get in touch with me now.  Do not ever think that your 

concerns are too small or may seem silly.  I would rather hear about them now and be given the opportunity to deal to it before we 

go, as opposed to returning to moans and negative comments.  I can- not fix, what I do not know.  Thank you to those that have 

phoned in with the odd query.  I appreciate this so much as this is a huge trip to organise and there will always be something that I 

may have overlooked. 

It was such a pleasure to watch our senior girls netball team playing in the semi- finals on Saturday.  Although they did not win the 

semi- final, they were a team to be proud of.  The way they conducted themselves, played hard, supported their team members, 

and finished up with a smile made me very proud to think that they were representing Waima Kura.  Well done girls!!!!  You have 

been so lucky to have such a great coach and network of supportive parents.  Thank you to Aunty Hoki, Aunty Wye and Aunty 

Poppet for organising the stall to Fund raise.  Thank you also to Les and Poppet for the very generous monetary donation towards 

this stall.    We raised $493 with expenses being the float $100, Drinks $25 and Stall fee $40. 

CROSS COUNTRY-please remember this Friday 22nd .  If you are able to help on any of our stalls or able to assist with packing 

the hangi on Wednesday afternoon then we would be very grateful.  We are still looking for donations of chicken pieces, grocery 

hamper items, and cakes for the cake stall.  We look forward to seeing you all there.  Remember, any child not running, must have 

a note with a valid reason.  Students are only asked to do their best on the day. 

For any of those wanting hangi please contact the office.  I will be pre-selling and selling on the day.  We have 200 hangi to sell.  

This is fundraising for the snow trip. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO RUBY FOR WINNING THE FISHING STOREY COMPETITION.  Ruby wrote a storey about going 

fishing with her dad.  This was published in a newsletter last term.  Well done Ruby.  We hope your prize of a fishing rod brings 

home some lovely meals of fresh fish for you and your whanau!!!!   

It is great news that Mrs Bawden has recovered from the flu and will be returning to work on Tuesday.  We have all missed you Mrs 

Bawden!!!!!!!!!      
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Enthralling Hoop  

Dance 
As Teddy stomped to begin his Pow Wow Dance the bells on his outfit tinkled. 

Using hand signs, he started by saying a native prayer. The audience clapped 

with excitement. Next a woodwind instrument called a flute sounded as he 

played a little tune. Inspired people tried to remember the hand signs to learn 

the prayer.  

 

Teddy demonstrated a Hoop Dance with excited children watching. It was a 

unique performance although Teddy was so energetic he seemed exhausted. 

Some people from the audience were involved in practising the epic Hoop 

Dance.  Teddy included up to 30 hoops to create a crawling caterpillar, a 

beautiful butterfly, an elegant eagle, and a blooming blossom.  

 

Everybody was amazed and they stared at him all the way through. A teacher by 

the name of Sarah, watched us kids to see if we were remembering all the 

words and actions to the dance, which was so spectacular that all the whanau 

shouted and screamed. For the finishing touch another great dance was 

performed. At the end a feeling of relaxation flowed through my body as I 

remembered Teddy’s enthralling medicine dance. The Hoop Dance. 

 
By Aja Marie 
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         Inspiring Cultural Art Form  

 

A burst of colour opened the hoop dance. I had no idea what to expect but 

Teddy, from the first Nations of Canada immediately involved us by saying a 

Native Prayer. His fluent hand movements helped us understand the message.  

 

Suddenly a haunting tune from an old wooden flute drifted through the air. 

Teddy explained to us why he played this special flute, and the importance of 

the eagle head carved on it.  Whenever an eagle soars through the sky it’s a 

good sign and they know their ancestors are watching over them. 

 

Teddy demonstrated the hoop dance by transforming the hoops into a crawling 

caterpillar, a basic butterfly, and a blossoming flower. During this Pow-Wow, 

stamping of feet, jingling of bells, and loud music were heard.  

 

He allowed six students and one adult from the nervous audience to come up 

and try hoop dancing. It was amusing watching them trying to push and twist 

hoops over their contorted bodies.  

 

What an awesome show, even better than I had imagined. The Hoop Dance is a 

truly inspiring cultural art form.   

By Te Rangimarie Kingi 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Colebrook 
Principal 


