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We have only 2 weeks until the end of term 4 and our days are extremely busy.  Thank you to Aunty Dallas, Whaea 

Merepaea and aunty Wye who continue to take our students for Kapa Haka.  This year the festival will be held at 

Opononi School.  Please find a programme attached.  Unfortunately I will be unable to attend as I will be in Auckland 

doing a strategic planning presentation.   

CHANGE OF DATE – FRIDAY 28TH PRIZE GIVING HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL WEDNESDAY 3RD  This is to 

allow for our students to have a full days practise with Aunty Dallas on the Friday before she flies out to Rarotonga on 

the Saturday.  We all wish Aunty Dallas and Uncle Shannon a safe, relaxed and happy holiday.  Our prize giving will 

begin at 11am and will be followed by a sausage sizzle and pool party. 

This Thursday we will be hosting the Ronald McDonald Road safety show and Omanaia will be attending.    

Monday 1st December there will be a powhiri for Lynne Shaw who will begin teaching in Room 3 at the beginning of 

2015.  Could each family please send along a plate of food for students to share at morning tea.  We welcome you all to 

attend and meet Lynne.   

A SORE THROAT MATTERS 

A reminder that a Sore Throat Matters so much that we should not ignore this symptom and are advised to take 

action by requesting a throat swab from your school based Nurse or Community Health Worker. A sore throat can 

result in Group A Strep in the throat which can lead to Rheumatic Heart Fever and have lifelong consequences of 

heart valve damage. Treatment with antibiotics can rid the Group A strep bacteria. 

Parents, if your child has recently enrolled at this school they are eligible to be involved in the school based throat 

swabbing program with your consent. This can be arranged by contacting your School Health Nurse – Marie Heald 

(094057364) or by leaving a message with the school receptionist. 

During the School Holidays - A Sore Throat Matters and a throat swab service is available free of charge at all of the 

Hokianga Health Community Clinics.  

Thank you to all Parents and students who have willingly participated in maintaining well health by seeking a throat 

swab when necessary and completing the required treatment.  

Marie Heald 

School Health Nurse 

Hokianga Health 
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BLIND OR DEAF? 

Which would you live without? No hearing or no sight? 

Since this question entered my mind, troubling pictures set to motion. Look at it 

from a blind man’s point of view… 

Walking down dark dilapidated alleyways, stumbling into furry rats, and tenacious 

spiders. Putrefying rubbish, before you know it you’re lost! The worst is never being 

able to see your family again, maybe in dreams, but it doesn’t seem as real. For the 

rest of your life you’ll be blind as a sick mole. 

Now look at it from a deaf man’s point of view… 

Sitting at home, cranking up the volume, desperately trying to hear a snippet. Not 

able to hear your own voice. The worst is never being able to hear your family’s 

voices. I guess it’s part good as you won’t hear their nagging. All your life, you’ll be 

deaf as Dumbo with no ears. 

So look in the mirror, and ask” Why spare me God?” 

Though be thankful you can hear a new-born’s cries, or see a beautiful once in a 

lifetime waterfall. As for me, I prefer to be deaf, as I could never live another day 

without seeing my own face. The thought of blindness sends shudders through my 

body. 

By Jaymee Makiha 

25/11/14  
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Deaf or blind 

 

I have never really thought of this question but now it has 

come up, it haunts my dreams at night while I sleep. 

 

Which would you rather? To lose your sight or to lose your 

hearing?  I would far rather be deaf than blind.  

I Think: if I was blind all I could think of is petrifying 

creatures and different creatures like demons, spiders, or 

smelly bodies that have been lying there for over three 

hundred years. They would stink whenever you glanced at 

them.  

 

But if I was deaf I wouldn’t have to listen to my mum yelling 

at me “TURN THE TV OFF NOW!!” or our teachers screaming 

“ DO YOUR WORK NOW!!”.  

The thought of blindness makes me shiver  

 

From Paris             25/11/14 
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Deaf or blind 

Written by: Martha Kingi 

Which is the greater calamity: 

Losing your sight or your hearing. 

I’ve thought about this my whole childhood, even though I am 

still a child. 

Sometimes I would scrunch up my eyes or block my ears, to 

compare the results and ask myself  

‘Would it be fun to lose your sight or hearing?’ 

But my preference is still the same: given the choice, I would 

rather be deaf than blind; blindness means, not being able to 

see what other people are doing around me, or who are saying 

things about me, and when I ask people about my eyes they 

would change the subject.  

Where as if I was deaf I won’t have to hear the bad things 

people say about me, and I wont have to worry about the 

terrifying things I wont see if I were blind, like: rats, 

spiders, gaping chasms, quick sand and petrifying bodies.  

The thought of blindness makes me shudder. 

Would you rather be deaf or blind? 
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Deaf or blind 

I have never really thought of which 

disability I would rather have; to become 

deaf or to lose my sight. But still being 

able to see my loved ones seems like a good 

way to go. Even just thinking of one of 

them is enough to have me frightened. Being 

deaf is a hard choice but not being able to 

see is even more terrifying. Blindness is 

horrid, it takes away all colours and 

leaves a residue of pitch blackness. I 

would rather have neither but if the choice 

has to be made; what do I choose, to become 

blind or deaf? 

 

The mystery remains unknown. 

 

By Aylah Williams 

Tuesday, 25th November 2014 

 
 
 
 
Jenny Colebrook 
Principal 


